


 
 

 
 
 

7 Quick Tips to Take Better Photographs 
 
It’s frustrating how something so simple, can sometimes be made so 
complicated… the photography world is full of so much technical jargon, and 
becoming a good photographer so you can take GREAT Photographs can 
sometimes feel impossible. 
 
It’s easier to write hundreds of pages on technical jargon, theory…etc, but in the 
end most of us, or at least I have, felt totally lost and confused after reading a 
crazy amount of information. 
 
And then sometimes you’re left wondering what tips or techniques you can 
actually go out and practice today. 
 
So, here are a few key tips, which I’ve tried to make as simple as possible, to 
dramatically transform photography for you… 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

 
 

 



Make a plan 
 
Set yourself up for success – create a list of ideas you want to try out, decide what 
equipment you want to use, camera, lenses, locations, time of day, etc.  
 
Making a plan usually makes all the difference – sometimes your plans will 
change, but if you start out with a clear picture of what you want the end result to 
look like, there’s a much better chance of you coming back with something you’re 
happy with. 
 
If you put a little bit of time and effort into the planning, the entire photoshoot will 
speed up... you’ll be able to focus on your getting the exposure, lighting, 
composition, etc… much more, as you already know what the plan is. 
 

 
  

Manual Mode  
 
If you’re not already using manual mode, start today. This alone will give you 
much more control over how your photographs turn out. 
 
The reason I recommend using Manual Mode so highly is I know how 
unbelievable the results are, and the DIFFERENCE you will see by changing to 
the mode. 
 
Don’t give up straight away – it will take some experimenting and practice, but the 
results will be worth it. 



 
 

Inspiration 
 
One of my favourite quotes, which help me when I’m feeling uninspired, is: - 
 
“"Inspiration exists, but it has to find you working" – Pablo Picasso 
 
This couldn’t be truer – it’s something we have experienced time and time again. 
Whenever we sit still, wait to be inspired, hoping inspiration will find us again… it 
only drifts further and further away.  
 
Picasso also said; “Action is the foundational key to all success.” 
 
Now even if you don’t have any incredible ideas, or feel remotely excited or 
inspired about picking up your camera, pick up your camera and go out anyway.  
 
Go for a drive, a walk, or even just taking it with you to work can be enough – you 
may find something beautiful to photograph on your way there. 
 
Don’t expect to come back with anything you’re 100% happy with; the point of this 
exercise is to get active.  
 
Instead of waiting for inspiration to find you, go and find it. You’ll only have to do 
this a few times until you feel inspired again.  
 
A very simple tip – but it makes SUCH a difference keeping a notebook with you, 
so you can write your ideas down as soon as they come to you. Sometimes when 



inspiration hits us, all the ideas come to us at once… it’s very easy to start feeling 
overwhelmed and then forget all the new ideas you had! 
 
So to eliminate that – keep a notepad with you and write your ideas down as soon 
as you get them. 
 
It will also mean next time you’re feeling stuck or uninspired; all you need to do is 
take a look at your notebook to get some new ideas.  
 

 

Negative Feedback  
 
If you’re receiving negative feedback from family, friends or even strangers online 
through photography communities, ignore them.  
 
Don’t let them get to you - it’s very important to not allow others to interfere and 
make you doubt your work.  
 
Also make sure to never take advice from someone whose artistic eye and/or 
photography portfolio you don’t personally love and admire.   
 
Stay strong and believe in yourself – I KNOW you can do it. Just continue to 
develop your photography skills and practice, practice, practice!  



 
 

Keep it Simple 
 
Don’t overcomplicate things by getting into the technical jargon – obviously 
understand your settings so you know how to correctly expose photographs, 
correct white balance, etc…  
 
It’s all important, but there’s also a lot more to it than that… Focus on creating 
something beautiful and meaningful – learn how to create a stunning photograph.  
 
Prefect your composition, lighting, find beautiful subjects and locations… create 
emotion in your work by portraying different feelings that people will be able to 
relate to. 
 

Start a Photography Project 
Between the 3 of us we have completed over 5+ 365 projects. A 365 project is 
when you take a photograph everyday for a year.  
 
The daily challenge of picking up your camera everyday for a year is incredible, 
and will improve your photography beyond belief.  It’s an easy way to keep 
inspired, active and keep your love of photography alive. 
 
It’s very easy to leave your DSLR untouched unless you have a reason; an event, 
a client, or something more prominent.  
 
 



But there are so many opportunities we miss because we don’t keep our eye in, 
and put in that extra 20% when we don’t want to. 
 
When you do something all the time – a little every day, you learn incredibly 
quickly and improve more than you could ever imagine. 
 
If you’re thinking about whether to start a 365 photography project, just do it… 
don’t think about it too much.  
 
 
There will be challenges, and you will need to work out how best to fit it into your 
day, your week and your year, but it is very doable, even with a fulltime job. 
 
There are other projects too; some people do a 52 project, which is basically 
committing to take one photograph a week.  
 
If can’t quite bring yourself to start a 365 project yet, a 52 project would be better 
than nothing at all… but the thing that is so great about a 365 project, is when you 
practice something everyday, you learn SO quickly and your photography will 
dramatically transform. 
 
 

 



Workflow Techniques 
 
Fast workflow techniques are very important to master – we have personally spent 
time working out the best and fastest system for importing photographs, going 
through them, processing, exporting… and then narrowing down a collection of 
photographs to the final few.  
 
Make sure you delete bad photographs and only keep a select few. 
 

 
 

Tools for Processing 
 
We process all our photographs using our processing products which are 
available on our website. If you’re looking for great processing tools for 
Photoshop, Lightroom and/or Aperture, visit www.thebellsisters.com 
 
All of our Photoshop Actions, Lightroom Presets and Aperture Presets are 
available for download there. 
 
Our processing tools are aimed at giving you professional processing techniques, 
with a click of a button, for beautiful photographs, instantly.  
 
Lightroom Presets: www.thebellsisters.com/lightroom-presets/  
 
Photoshop Actions: http://www.thebellsisters.com/photoshop-actions/



 
Aperture Presets: www.thebellsisters.com/aperture-preset/all-aperture-presets 
 
Photoshop Elements: www.thebellsisters.com/more/photoshop-elements 
 

 
 
 

7 Things Successful Photographers Have in 
Common 
 

1. Commitment – Commitment is very important to build a beautiful portfolio of 
photographs. If you start something, seeing it through to its completion is 
vital in your success as a photographer.  
 

“Excellences is the commitment to completion.” – Bob Proctor 
 
 

2. Passion – Passion is one of the most vital things to doing anything 
successfully. You have to LOVE taking photographs, no halfhearted 
attempts at “snapshots”. If you love it, get passionate about it – don’t hold 
back. 

 
3. Focus – Focus is what makes us get things done. When you go out and 

take photographs, don’t get distracted. Give it 100% focus mentally and 
physically.  

 



4. Imagination – Successful photographers are inventive and are constantly 
thinking of new ideas. A few quotes on imagination which I like to keep in 
mind are... 
 
“Logic will get you from A to B. Imagination will take you everywhere.” 

– Albert Einstein. 
 
“Limitations live only in our minds. But if we use our imagination, our 

possibilities become limitless” – Jamie Paolinetti 
 

5. Attention to Detail – this is one of the most important things to develop – 
an eye for detail. Most often it’s the little details that make a photograph 
spectacular. If you become really good at this, someone looking at one of 
your photographs will be able to look at it time and time again, each time 
noticing something special and fall in love with it just a little more. 

 
“Details create the big picture.” – Stanford I. Weill 

 
“It's the little details that are vital. Little things make big things happen.” 

 – John Wooden  

 
 

6. Driven – take action. Do something everyday that will bring you closer to 
achieving your photography goals. Don’t leave it another day – do 
something today.   
 

“The way to get started is to quit talking and begin doing” 
 – Walt Disney 

 



 
7. Willingness to Learn – Become a learner, ask lots of questions. Study, 

read books, learn from your mistakes, learn from professional 
photographers and people you look up to and admire. 

 
“Learn from yesterday, live for today, hope for tomorrow. The important 

thing is to not stop questioning.” – Albert Einstein 
 

 
 

More Advice and Helpful Tips 
 
For more photography techniques, advice and helpful tips, visit our website 
www.thebellsisters.com where we have easy to understand, yet very specific and 
details eBooks, to help you improve your photography and get the most out of 
your DSLR. 
 

Processing Tools for Fast Processing Results 
 
For great processing tools for Photoshop, Lightroom and Aperture, visit 
www.thebellsisters.com  - we personally use all these processing products on all 
our photography.  
 
 



 
 
Good luck, and have fun! 
 
We hope you’ve enjoyed reading – have fun with your photography and good luck!  
 
If you have any questions, send us an email to contact@thebellsisters.com and 
we’ll do our best to help you. 
 
To your success! 
 
- The Bell Sisters 
www.thebellsisters.com 

 
 


